Chemical pneumonitis.
Many organic and nonorganic agents can cause chemical pneumonitis. The more soluble agents tend to involve the upper respiratory tract, whereas less soluble agents reach the distal airways, causing pulmonary edema. The initial chest radiograph can be normal for as long as 48 hours, therefore delayed radiographs are important in significant exposures. The most common radiographic pattern is pulmonary edema, although various radiographic opacities have been reported. Acute complications include secondary pneumonia. Long-term complications include bronchiectasis, bronchiolitis obliterans, and lung destruction.